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INCORPORATION

Communications and Notes

The question of the incorporation-
of the territory as stated in last weeks
PILOT which left Panama but one
section of bay shore frontage to St
Andrews several has been the prin ¬

cipal subject of conversation during-
the past week but so far as known-
no further steps have been taken by
the parties in charge of the proposi-
tion

¬

in St Andrew to incorporate
Several residents of that place have

expressed an opinion of the injustice-
to Panama City which would be
brought about the territory claimed
was taken into the municipal corpo ¬

ration of St Andrew and outside of
those having a personal and not
public interest in the matter we have
heard nothing but condemnation for
the course proposed of incorporating
wild lands territory not contiguous
and portions of another town No
one living here or connected with
Panama Citys interests have the
slightest objection to the incorpora-
tion

¬

of all the territory that could be
rightfully or legally claimed for that
purpose but they stand as a unit for
their rights and will take all lawful
means to maintain them

I

St Andrew Nov 18 1907

Editor PILOT
Would you inform me and others

about what it will cost extra in the
way of taxes if we incorporate this
town Ther appears to be quite a
difference of opinion upon this point

Truly yours
t+ 1114 + J
The incorporation into a Jvn or

city of any territory necessarily in ¬

creases the taxes therein By estab ¬

lishing a local government with all i

its powers and privileges in a limited j

locality increased expenses have to
be met by the tax payers residing
therein Whether this tax is imposed
to the limit allowed by statute will
depend upon the ideas and principles
of the officers elected Then powers-
in this respect however equal or sur ¬

pass the officers of a county
Section 1052 and 1053 of the

Revised Statutes read as follows
Section 1052 The city or town

council shall have power to raise by
tax and assessment upon all real
and personal property and by license-
on professions business and occupa
sions carried on within the corpora ¬

tion all sums of money which may be
required for the improvement and
good government of the city and for
carrying out the powers and duties
herein granted and imposed

Section 1053 The city or town
may make its own assessment of
property for taxation but the valua ¬

tion of property by the municipality
shall not exceed the last valuation
thereof by the State for taxation
The total taxes levied upon any prop ¬

erty by any municipal corporation in
anyone year shall not exceed one
per cent upon such State valuation-
but this provision is not to be so
construed as to prevent the said cor ¬

poration from levying sufficient tax
to meet the payment of interest on
its outstanding bonds and to provide-
for the payment of the principal
thereof when the same shall become
duo or from making such special
assessments of property as are in this
chapter specified
f Section 1054 provides that every
city and town shall be empowered to
levy and collect a special tax annually-
for water works and fire protection-
upon all property within the cor-
porate limits of anv such city or
town Section 1061 provides for the
issuing of bonds to furnish funds for
varioiu purposes and reads as fol-

lows
¬

Section lOG The city or town
council shall have power with the
approval of twothirds of the regis ¬

tered voters of the city having quali-
fications

¬

specified in the preceding
section and actually voting to issue
bonds bearing such rats of interest-
as may be deemed best by the coun ¬

cil not exceeding the legal rate of
interest in this State wnenever it
may be necessary for the purpose of
building or repairing the public work-

sofof the city widening and exten ¬

sion of streets or parks payment of
existing inileotedness of the city or
any other municipal purpose

Section 1063 limits the amount of
bonds that may be issued to 5 per

cent of 1h3 assessed valuation of the
real and personal property within its
corporate limits

Among the items that the council
may expend money for under the
I clause any other municipal purpose
spoken of in Section 1061 are the
following To improve alter extend
and open streets to construct drains
and sewers fill up low lands lay off
parks and improve the same fill low-
lands lay off parks and improve the
same construct wharves quays and
docks construct bridges establish
ferries erect all necessary public
buildings make and sink wells and
erect pumps c light the streets
improve and beautify parks and ceme ¬

teries and do all other acts as shall
seem necessary The city or town
are Iso holden for all damages

t
caused by defective sidewalks or
streets for damages to persons wlo
play be injured by permitting im ¬

proper use of sidewalks as by bicy ¬

cles or from any other cause which
it was in their power and their duty-
to prevent

We have tried to enumerate as
briefly as possible many of the items
that attends incorporation but the
statutes are that broad that they will
coyer many items of expenditure that
can only be ascertained as they arise

Land Titles-

It is said by thcincorporationists
j of St Andrew that the opposition upon
the part of Panama Cty to their de ¬

clared intentions will undoubtedly-
lead to itigation and the bringing-
up of the question of titles in this
section of the bay country The PILOT
does not know what the law will
permit or require in the u atter but
if a settlement of titles hereabouts-
can be secuerd by this litigation it
would be well worth the cost and
trouble Panama city with its loca¬

tion on three homesteads has noth-
ing t f ifrorn jlunycstigfitiou
but courts it

Prophetic

Panama Citys sole guardian of the
peace was this week the recipient c fI

ons of the postal cards sent out by
the incorporationists of St An-

drew
¬

showing an excited whale
labelled St Andrew swallowing a
small boy tagged Panama City The
analogy is unfortunatefor St An ¬

drew If the people there would read
their bibles they would learn that the
whale could not digest Jonah Out
of the belly of Hen cried Jonah and
his whaleship after three days of in-

digestion
¬

cast hint ashore safe and
sound Is this prophetic of the out-

come
¬

of St Andrew attempting to
swallow Panama City

i

Hoggish-

Another Post Card gem from StI
Andrew received by the PILOT de ¬

picts two pretty shoats which from
their well kept condition are presuma-
bly

¬

from Panama City being photo-
graphed

¬

by the local artist They i

are apparently in a large palisaded
enclosure which nay be a rough
sketch of the amphitheatre which the
city will probably erect in the future
wherein the noble snort of pig chasing-
may be carried on by its votaries
when ordinances shall have prohibit
ed those tilled with evil spirits r

from being hurled or driven into th-
eesafter the malace+ of the swine
and the Isaraelites as has formerly
been the practice in St Andrew

Section 1105 of the Revised Statutes
declares that no city or town in this
State with less thaI five hundred bona
fide inhabitants shall have the author-
ity

¬

or right to impound any hogs of
residents who live without the cor-

poration
¬

and no city with less than
1200 inhabitants shall have author ty
to impound any cattle of residents-
who live without its limits This is
indeed glad tidings to the hogs and
cattle of Panama City and contigu-
ous

¬

territory Not only may they
walk the streets of St Andrew without
molestation but with that feeling of
superiority begotten of a knowledge-
that they are well within their legal
rights in so doing and manlike in ob-

serving
¬

the distress of their compan ¬

ions who are obliged to live in that
city and be impounded whenever they-
are found upon the streets Great is
the law 0 Allah and the Panama City
hog rejoiceth thereat

Gobbling up Panama City-

J B Thompson iierry of Apa ¬

lachicola in writing one of our citi ¬

zens says Dont you people let St
Andrew gobble up Panama City in
that incorporation scheme of thoirs
We assure Berry and all other en ¬

quirers that Panama Ofty will not be
swallowed up by any one if there be
any lawful means of preventing it

Naval Stores Industry Sold
i

Vickers McKenzie have sold out
their extensive naval stores interests
around Panama City to M D Holt
of Fitzgerald Ga at a very satisfac ¬

tory price Mr Holt will move here
with his family and expects to reach
here on Fridays Tarpon The busi ¬

ness is in fine condition and is a
money maker but RL McKenzietwho has had charge of the same
desired to put his w ole time into
building up Panama City and as his
partner Mr Vickers could not take
charge here they sold out their busi ¬

ness Mr Molt and family will be
cordially welcomed to our little city

Tax Payers Mulcted

From the report of orders issued
by the County Commissioners at their
meeting at Vernon on November
we extract the following items show-
ing

¬

payments in the case of the State-
vs

I

G B Thompson W C Lockey
449 and 435 C G Allen21GO arid i

1240 This makes a total of 4204 I

that the tax payers of this county are i

compelled to pay besides possibly
other costs for litigation in which
they had no earthly interest and i

which those engaging in it should
have been compelled to pay Some-
one

I

has blundered that such imposi ¬

tions upon the tax payers are made
possible It will be remembered that
in both cases Mr Thompson was
promptly discharger

H

w I

Among the cases decided at the re-
cent

¬

term of the Circuit court at Ver
non are the following local interest

Wesley Brock vs GerAmr Lbr
Co damages 810000 Suit for dama-
ges sustained by plaintiff while work ¬

ing for defendant Trial by jury ver
diet in favor of plaintiff for 3000-
Moton for new trial which was denied-
was made defendant gave notice of i

appeal to Supreme Court
Southern Land and Timber Co vs

David Miller Ejectment Trial by
jury After hearing the evidence of
plaintiff the court insLructed the jury-
to return verdict for defendant Millor j

which they lid Motion for now trial
denied and plaintiff gave notice of an
appeal to Supreme Court i

McKenzie Vickers Co vs C C i

Johnson Co Damages amount sued i

for 85000 Suit for damages plain
tiff claiming defendant had enticed
away his laborers Dismissed upon

I

the application of defendant for the I

want of prosecution

Steamer Service j

The Tarpon arrived here early Fri ¬

day morning from Apalachicola
making a little longer stop at our dock
than usual so that Mr Morrison the
newly appointed General Freight and
Passenger Agent might have an op-

portunity
¬

of shaking hands with sonic
of our business men

Mr Morrison stated that it was his
intention to improve the service in
such ways as will make it entirely
satisfactory to all their patrons and
increase the busiress cf the line He
looks for a good growth of business
on Si Andi3 1 > isy as new enter ¬

prises are e tabli bc and railways-
re eh here and is preparing to handle
the boats share of the ante in a
manner that will result in confidence
in the line and such support of it as
the efforts of the company and its
officers should entitle them to

Capt Barrow says that he will guar ¬

antee the schedule and make time
rain or shine storms or calms and

those who know the Captain and the
record he has made with the Tarpon
in the matter of getting there do
not doubt his ability to fulfill all he
promises or that those who place
themselves or their property in his
charge will be well cared for In fact
the visits of the Tarpon that have for
many years been so welcome to the
Bay country will it is proposed be j

I even more sq in the future i

From Dothan to St Andrews By Rail

From the Dothan Sittings of the 15th
we take the following article relative

I to the connection soon to be made
between that city and our biy country
by the completion of the A St A
B R R to this city

Did you know that you was going
I
to be able in 90 days more to ride on
the cars prom Dothan to St Andrews
Ba yO

i

Well in all probability this will be
I true The A St A Bay railroad-
Co has contracted with a railroad
builder to finish up the work from
Compass Pond to the Bay by March
15 next About three fifths of this
grading has been done already on
this 35 miles remaining and with a
force of 500 men which will he at
work within the next ten days these
remaining two fifths should be done
in about GO days

The 46 miles of track to Compass
Lake is being used daily and a pass ¬

enger train is going to that point
every morning from Dothan

The work has been slow on this
road thus far but the management
has decided to finish up the remain-
ing

¬

portion of the work in all possible
haste and begin running trains and
using this line which will be a great
feader for Dothan

Our people and especially our mer ¬

chants should reap a benefit from this
road in a cheaper freight rate

Besides the travel to and from St
Andrews or Panama City will be no
little item in itself The opening up
of this road will make Dothan a fine
fish and oyster market and will afford-
our easy and quick access to-
a seaside resort

We expect to see this city take on-
n ° w life on completion of the A
St Andrews Bay R R

From the Pensacola Journals report-
of proceedings in the Federal Court j

we clip the following relative to the l

trial of Harry J Snyder known to j

many of the bay people upon the I

cliarge of rifling the mails
Harry J Snyder former postoffice

clerk who was arrested several
months ago upon the charge of rob ¬ I

bing letters containing money ap-

peared
¬ I

before the court in the after¬ f

noon and entered a plea of guilty
He was sentenced to serve one year
in the Escambia county jail Snyder
is the young man who it was stated-
a the time had taken money in order
to send it to a young woman in an
eastern city to whom he had become
engaged and who was to have come
to Pensacola for the purpose of mar-

rying
¬

him She never arrived hereI
so far as is known

Owing to the exorbitant license
charges on ways as placed by the
last legislature W 11 Pa ker of I

Parker has discontinued using the
ways at his place This makes it
very inconvenient for our boat men I

who have found these ways of great I

advantage to them However no
one can blame Mr Parker for not I

wishing pay the extravagant license
called for which is based not upon I

the size of ways but of the number of
inhabitants and the small ways that
can only handJr small vessels is called
upon to pay the same as ways costing
a thousand times as much and caring j

for ships of 2000 tons burthen The
law is about as unjust and ridiculous-
as it possibly can be

Among the Supreme Court decisions
handed down during the past week
was one wherein our townsman G

W Sutton was interested The case
was oue that originated in the County

I

court of Holmes county brought by
Mr Sutton against the L N R R
for the killing of a valuable cow near
Ponce DeLeon He won the suit there
and again in the Circuit court where
L was taken by the railway company
Upon their defeat in that court they
took the case to the Supreme court
where it has just been decided against-
Mr Sutton Vith all the technicali-
ties

¬

of the law and the cost it is
about as difficult for a poor man to
carry through to its final determina-
tion

¬

a suitagainst a rail way company-
as it is for a camel to pass through-
the eye of a needle

The stern heel boat Eva of
Apalachicola Capt James I Russell I

which is equipped with a 22 H P
kerosene motor arrived in the bay
last Thursday going to Millville
from which point the boat is to be
run in the interest of the Tarpon I

handling the latters bay freight They t

have been making trips to the various
Bay landings this past week I

r St Andrew-

At Trousdales shop a 25 foot launc-
is under construction-

Ben Abbot who has been ill left on
Fridays boat to visit his sons in Pen ¬

sacola
Mrs M B Jenks was visiting he

son and wife at Panama City on Wed-
nesday

Miss Ethel Baker returned on yes-
terdays

¬

Tarpon from an extended
visit with her sister Mrs Ivey i v-

Colorada
The Tarpon is laying the old pain

burned and scraped oil preparatory
to giving the boat a line finish whet
newly painted

Cap F A Witherill has had the
Cleopatra hauled out on the beach
this week for the purpose of calking
and overhauling-

Messrs Tom Clarkson W Hris-
on George Wright and John
Johnson left on the Tarpon Frida t
for Port Allen La

Dell Johnson and wife received iL

visit front the stork on Sunday night 1

resulting in adding to the family
baby girl Dr Mitchell was in at-

tendance
¬

Capt F A Vitherill has taken the
engine out of the launch Leda and i

putting it into the schooner Clen
patra He hopes to make it possibl
for the latter to male bcttjr time a-

light wind >

Capt Bert Wares rcw launch wr j

put in the water on Tuesday and
work began on installing the engine-
a 20 h p Strellinger He expects to
have the launch ready for service
this week when he will take it to
Pensacola for admeasurement c

Miss Willie Harvey who it will bo
remembered spent some time on the
Bay last Summer has been receiving
treatment in Mobile and has return-
ed

¬

hone to Chipley much improved
in health Her many friends on time

Bay will be pleased to learn of thi-

sCromanton
V

I-

L
i

Mrs Dobb was visiting in Panama
City last week

Frank Hoskins was in Millville on
business Monday

Mrs Henry Spicer who has been
quite ill is much better this week

The first frost was seen last Friday
morning It killed some banana
trees

Mrs E C Spicer spent a few days
last week in Cromanton visiting rela-
tives

¬

Mrs Mash hurn has been spending-
the week with her daughter Mrs Al
briten

Mr and Mrs udley Spicer wero
visiting their father and mother last
Sunday

Frank Vitherill was here on Sat¬

urday discharging some freight for
F W Hoskins

The Misses Macune Weeks and
Callie Marshel were callers in Cro ¬

manton Sunday
Peter Parker anchored his large boat

the Viola in front of Cromanton last
Saturday night

Messrs Valter Robert and Charlie
Parker were callers at Cromanton
last Sunday afternoon

Mr and Mrs Balsan are in St An ¬

drew this week where Mr Balsan
preached last Sunday for Rev Wine
man

Rev Wineman will preach here
next Sunday evening at 730 Com-
munion service will be held after the
sermon

The Eva of Carrabelle a boat re ¬

cently coming on the bay was at our
wharf last Friday She was looking-
or freight to haul

John Parker brought over last
Monday three hundred oranges from
off his place He reports having
picked thirteen hundred from off of
his small grove

Do not forget that G L Fenters-
Co are constantly receiving new
things in the millinery line It will
pay the ladies of the bay to give this
firm a call


